Catherine Ann Steffes
April 21, 1954 - October 25, 2013

Catherine Ann Steffes, 59, of Galax, passed away Friday, October 25, 2013 at her home.
She was born April 21, 1954 in Wisconsin. She is preceded in death by her mother, Susan
Riedhammer.
Catherine was an accountant in Florida from 1978 to 2004. She moved to Galax, VA and
was the owner, along with her husband, of Bearly A Memory since 2004.
Survivors include husband, Charles L. Steffes of the home; daughter, Laurie Morehouse
and husband, Glen of Hanover, MI; grandson, Easton Morehouse; father, Raymond
Riedhammer and wife, Jeanne Schwenn of Longmont, CO;; sister, Susan Riedhammer
and husband, Joe Hasan of Dallas, TX; brother, Charles Riedhammer and wife, Erin of
Abington, VA; sister-in-law, Nancy Steffes of Port Charlotte, FL; step daughter, Kristina
Easterday and husband, Todd of Atlanta, GA. She is also survived by several nieces,
nephews, beloved teddy bears and cats.
A Memorial Service will be held at a later date.
In lieu of flowers, memorial donations can be made to The American Humane Association,
1400 16th Street NW, Suite 360, Washington, DC 20036.

Comments

“

I met Chuck through my bear store many years ago, talked on the phone with Cathy.
Both her and Chuck taught me so much about the bear industry. I'm so grateful to
have first meet her and help her and Chuck out at their suburb Titanic event. After
the event we drove up to Galax and spend several days with Cathy and Chuck. I've
never seen a couple work so hard together, care for their cats and being great hosts.
She was the right hand and him the left. The love they shared was amazing, it was a
honor to have met and being able to spend time and meals with them. I'm so grateful
we took the extra time to spent non working hours with them. Cathy was very special
to me just as Chuck is. As an added bonus I got to spend 10 days with Cathy and her
sister on a trip to Germany. She was such an outstanding and generous person. My
heart goes out to Chuck and the rest of the family. It was a honor to call her my
friend. She was loved by many and will be missed by even more. Chuck, found his
soulmate, and the love of his life. My heart breaks for him, this world lost a wonderful
lady way to young. My heart and prayers are with her family. Chuck, I can't express
my sympathy enough. You had great 36 years together. May you find the strength to
go on and know that you are cared for just as much. I consider you a great friend and
am so grateful our paths in life crossed, allowing me to have wonderful memories of
Cathy. God Bless you and keep in touch. Lisa Wooding - Anacortes, WA

Lisa Wooding - November 15, 2013 at 05:28 AM

“

Chuck,
I was so sorry to hear about Cathy. You are in our thoughts and prayers.
Pat Oliva

Pat Oliva - November 08, 2013 at 12:40 PM

“

Sorry to hear of Cathy's passing. We were friends when her parents owned "The
Roost" . She was a very special person. Prayers to you and family. Harlan and
Lorraine Elzen

Lorraine Elzen - November 06, 2013 at 07:00 PM

“

Chuck, it has been MANY years since we have seen each other. I am saddened to
hear of Cathy's passing at a such a young age. She was definately your "other half".
Prayers from Florida......

Donna Hagan - November 05, 2013 at 11:39 AM

“

Our heartfelt sympathy goes out to Chuck and all of Cathy's family in this time of
loss. Cathy was a very special person, and we shared her great fondness for bears
and cats. We always looked forward to coming to her special events such as the
Titanic Bear event in Pigeon Forge or to Galax for Steiff on the Mountain and
enjoyed talking to Cathy and her guests. Our thoughts and prayers are with you.

Susan and Clyde Long - November 02, 2013 at 11:56 PM

“

Andrea Rich lit a candle in memory of Catherine Ann Steffes

Andrea Rich - November 02, 2013 at 05:48 PM

“

I was just outside with Olga when a neighbor came by to tell us about your wife. I am so
sorry, you two had an exceptional relationship. You're both in my prayers. You might not
remember me but I am at 1362. Just shocked.
Andrea Rich - November 02, 2013 at 05:52 PM

“

Olga and I were talking in her driveway when a neighbor came by to tell her the news. We
are in shock. You and Cathy had a special relationship. You and Cathy are in my prayers. I
live at 1362. Again, so terribly sorry.
Andrea Rich - November 02, 2013 at 06:05 PM

“

Chuck,
I was really devastated to hear about Cathy. You both are very special to me. I shall
miss her and her absolute love of bears and cats. Please take care and let me know
if you need anything.
Angelique Phipps

angelique phipps - October 31, 2013 at 08:33 PM

“

Chuck and family, I just learned of Cathy's passing. I wanted you to know that I have
such happy memories of good times with Cathy and you. I have missed seeing you
both after I left Galax. Please know that you are in my heart and my prayers. Kay
Weddle

Kay Weddle - October 31, 2013 at 07:14 AM

“

Chuck,
We were saddened to hear of Cathy's passing. She was a great person and we
always enjoyed any time we got to visit with you both. We will hold on to the great
memories we got to share. You will be in our prayers!
Jen and Alex

Jennifer Leonard - October 29, 2013 at 07:05 PM

“

Chuck and family,
We are so sorry about the passing of Cathy. She was a great person and we truly
enjoyed being around you both. You will all be in our prayers.
Jennifer and Alex

Jennifer Leonard - October 29, 2013 at 06:36 PM

“

Chuck and Family,
So very sorry to hear about Cathy. My prayers to your family.

Ruth Hall - October 29, 2013 at 08:21 AM

“

I'm very sorry to hear about Cathy My thoughts and prayers are with you.
Margo Crouse
Margo Crouse - October 30, 2013 at 08:56 AM

“

Dearest Chuck,
We were so saddened to hear of Cathy passing.
We have so many happy memories being with you and Cathy.
We're thinking of you and sending best love,
Dottie, Barbara, Alice and Lorraine
Dottie Ayers - November 02, 2013 at 06:06 PM

“

Chuck, So sorry to hear about the passing of Cathy. My thoughts and prayers are with you
at this time.
Beverly Caswell
Beverly Caswell - November 03, 2013 at 08:46 AM

